APPS February 7, 2015
Facebook, the social media , is twelve years old. It seems everyone has a Facebook page. The parish has one. St. James’ Bingo has one. Our Craft Fair has one. Our new Parent’s Group for Faith Formation has one. I have one. It seems everyone has one.

Chris Hardwick set up a tweet called “Before Facebook.” Some of the responses were:

Before Facebook I didn’t like things like funerals and divorces.

Before Facebook I thought going viral was a bad thing.

Before Facebook I imagine it would be weird if you’d come home and I was looking through all your photo albums.

All our children have Facebook pages but they go beyond their parent’s pages to other social media to claim for their own.

These following websites have great content and have been published with great intent but can be used nefariously. The following is not an indictment of these apps but how these websites for social media can be used, misused, and abused. The most abused, however, may be our children.

The following is taken from a program “Virtus Protecting God’s Children” that all of us in the parish and diocese who work with youth must take. And also a segment on NBC Today Show broadcast on Friday, February 5th, 2015.
Snapchat is a social networking platform that allows our young people to send pictures of themselves to a controlled list of recipients. Al well and good but photos or even videos will self-destruct in 2 to 10 seconds making it impossible for parents to know who is communicating with their young and what they are saying.
Whisper is a free app that allows users to send short public messages and receive replies. NBC calls this a confessional app where the young can share things best left secret. It also can expose the location of the sender.
Yik Yak is a free app that the young can post anonymous messages. It features a GPS locator that allows anyone within 1.5 miles to access the messages. This can expose minors to all kinds of bullying and abuse.

Highlight is an app that runs silently in the background of a smartphone, continuously providing and sharing information of the people nearby – about 100 yards away. “Highlight” has been criticized for its ability to disclose private social networking information to strangers.

Tinder is another location based app that gathers nearby “Tinder” users 500 character profile information. “Tinder” has been criticized as being a haven for untimely crfeepy exchanges and sexual encounters.

Best Secret Folder looks like a utility folder but can hide content from parents.
Kik is a social media app which boasts 240 million users, 40 % of whom are teens. Minors can chat widely with unknown people. This app is known by potential predators.
Not only must parents and supervising adults know what their young people are doing on their computers, adults must also monitor what their children are doing on their smartphones.
